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Here’s where to go for Memorial Day programs
BY BEN ERNHART

Sta!Writer

Delano American Legion Post 377
will host a Memorial Day parade and
service Monday, May 29. The parade
will begin at 10:30 a.m. at the Legion,
stop on the bridge, and conclude at
the Central Park gazebo. Retired US
Army Command Sergeant Major
Greg Bremseth will be the guest
speaker at the event. Following the
service, the Legion will host an open
community hotdog lunch.

Maple Plain
Paul StinsonAmerican Legion Post

514 will hold its annual Memorial
Day service Monday, May 29, at
Lewis Cemetery beginning at 10:30
a.m. A service with rituals honoring

our active and deceased veterans will
be performed. Lewis Cemetery is lo‐
cated one mile west of Maple Plain on
US Hwy. 12 at County Road 90. Ser‐
vice will also include guest speaker
Dean Mooney and performances
from the Orono High School Band
with soloist Melanie Jacobson. The
public is encouraged to bring your
“unserviceable” US Flags. The Le‐
gion will have a bin available to ac‐
cept them.
Post 514’s Honor Guard will also

visit Oakland Cemetery at 8:45 a.m.,
Christ Cemetery at 9:00 a.m., and
Loretto Cemetery at 9:45 a.m.
In the event of inclement weather,

the service will take place at the
Christ Lutheran Church, East Main
St., in Maple Plain, at 10:30 a.m.

Montrose
Wright County VFWPost 1901, lo‐

cated at 300 Zephyr Avenue, will host
a program Monday, May 29, at 10:30
a.m. The program will feature a
Buffalo High School Band perfor‐
mance, and cookies and refreshments
will be served afterward. A guest
speaker has not yet been announced.

Rockford
The Rockford Memorial Day Pa‐

rade will take place Monday, May 29,
and begin at 10:00 a.m. in front of the
Rockford Middle School on Ash
Street. The parade will stop for the
Navy Memorial program at the Crow
River (Bridge St and Mechanic St) at
approximately 10:15 a.m. and con‐
clude with a Memorial Service at

Elmwood Cemetery (Maple Street) at
approximately 10:30 a.m.
“Meet and Greet” will be at the

cemetery directly following the pro‐
gram. People can walk around the
cemetery and “meet” some of the
people who are buried there. More ac‐
curately, the Rockford Area Histori‐
cal Society will have 60 historical
plaques of Rockford’s veterans, pio‐
neers, and influential community
members who are buried at Elmwood
Cemetery. The memorial plaques will
be on display from May 20 to May
29.
Following the parade, these local

organizations will be serving food
and refreshments:
Lions’ pork chop dinner at River‐

side Park, 8220 Elm Street, starting at

11 a.m.
Historic Stork House root beer

float social, 8131 Bridge Street, from
11:00 a.m. to 2 p.m.
United Presbyterian Church open

house, 6301 Maple Street, from 10
a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Watertown
The Watertown American Legion

Post 121 will have a Memorial Day
Service Monday, May 29, at 10 a.m.
It will take place at the Watertown
Mayer High School Performing Arts
Center.
There will be student speakers, and

the high school chorus will perform
— refreshments and fellowship fol‐
lowing the service.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

A dedication ceremony for the "rst three phases occurred in
November of 2021. Honor Project Committeemembers Greg
Youmans, Representative Joe McDonald, and committee
members PattyYoumans, Tracy Gurneau, andWadeGurneau
are pictured.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Phase III of the Veterans Memorial at dusk during construc‐
tion in 2021.

Dedication ceremony for !nal
phase of theWright County
VeteransMemorial inMontrose

GREGYOUMANS
VFW Post 1901, Quartermaster

Wright County VFW Post 1901, located at 300 Zephyr Av‐
enue, will host a Memorial Day and Honor Project Dedication
Ceremony Monday, May 29, starting at 10:30 a.m.
VFW Post 1901 was founded to consolidate members from

four previous VFW posts in Delano, Buffalo, Montrose, and Wa‐
verly, and Howard Lake, resulting in a rich history of honored
Veterans hailing frommuch ofWright County, who have a recog‐
nition paver included on the Honor Walk.
The Memorial Day Ceremony will honor Wright County Vet‐

erans and their families with a ritual reading of the names of the
fallen who were members of the Wright County VFW or Auxil‐
iary.
Additionally, the VFWHonor Project Committee will dedicate

and celebrate the completion of the final phase of the Honor
Project, the Honor Walk, a paver walkway lined by recognition
pavers to honor the fallen, as well as military service members
with ties to Wright County.
This phase is being finalized and will be completed by Memo‐

rial Day.
The Honor Walk consists of a brick paver pathway with the

names of honored Veterans on engraved pavers lining the sides
of the walkway and includes recognition pavers for over 400 lo‐
cal Veterans.
The HonorWalk is designed as a memorial to honor fallen and

living Veterans with ties to Wright County and VFW Auxiliary
members. In addition, the design allows additional recognition
pavers to be added to honor local Veterans at a reasonable cost.
Members of the Honor Project Committee have been working

with the VFW Post 1901 members since 2016 to design, fund,
and install a permanent memorial to honor Wright County Veter‐
ans.

see MEMORIAL, page 4

School Board hears budget projections,
handbook changes, approves media policy

BY BEN ERNHART
Editor

During Delano’s School Board meet‐
ing Monday, Superintendent Matt Schoen
and Business Manager Mary Reeder gave
updates on how decisions during the last
legislative session will impact the dis‐
trict’s budget in the coming years.
Preliminary budget projections pre‐

pared by Reeder show that the district is
expected to deficit spending by an esti‐
mated $1.1 million during the 2023-2024
school year, bringing the district’s total
fund balance down from approximately
$8.5 million to $7.4 million.
To comply with the district’s policy of

maintaining an unassigned fund balance
of at least 12% of operating expenditures,
the preliminary budget also showed a
$144,434 fund transfer from staff devel‐
opment to the unassigned fund balance.
However, this could change in light of the
education bill that passed the state legis‐

lature.
“I think optically it would be good not

to dig into staff development,” said Board
Member Ryan Schaust during the work
session before the meeting.
“Quite frankly, we might leave it there

for now,” said Schoen. “It doesn’t mean
it’s set in stone because it will take us at
least two months to figure this out with
the state.”
Provisions of the state education bill

were not included in the preliminary bud‐
get, including the special education
cross-subsidy aid.
The bill, which has passed both the

House and Senate, but at the time of pub‐
lication, has not yet been signed by Gov‐
ernor Tim Walz, would increase state
funding to public schools by four percent
in the fiscal year 2024 and two percent in
the fiscal year 2025. This translates to ap‐
proximately $725,000 in additional fund‐
ing for Delano Schools in 2024 and

$373,000 in 2025.
Starting in fiscal year 2026, state fund‐

ing would also be tied to inflation based
on the Consumer Price Index (CPI);
funding increases would have a floor of 2
percent and be capped at 3 percent.
In regards to the special education

cross-subsidy, the bill calls for $662.8
million in funding for fiscal years 2024
and 2025 and $821 million in fiscal years
2026 and 2027. This would give the dis‐
trict approximately $700,000 from
2024-2025 and $800,000 through
2026-2027 to cover the cost of providing
special education services.
The education bill also includes a num‐

ber of unknowns, which Schoen high‐
lighted during his administrative report.
Specifically, the district still has to figure
out the dynamics of mandated unemploy‐
ment insurance aid and special education
unemployment insurance.

see SCHOOL BOARD, page 4
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Delano Orange Crush Robotics demonstrates how its robot works in competition.

Delano Orange Crush Robotics receives
grant to support STEM education

BY BEN ERNHART
Editor

Last Friday, Congressman
Tom Emmer and representa‐
tives of We Work for Health
(WWFH) presented members
of Delano High School’s Or‐
ange Crush Robotics a STEM
Talent Pipeline educational
grant of $5,000 for Delano
Partners in Education.
WWFH’s STEM Talent

Pipeline program was created
to support existing and devel‐
oping STEM initiatives na‐
tionwide. The goal of the
grants is to provide additional
investments in STEM educa‐
tion, attempting to develop the
next generation of STEM pro‐
fessionals.
Delano Partners in Educa‐

tion will use these funds to
support and expand Delano
High School’s Orange Crush
Robotics Team, which offers
students the opportunity to en‐
gage with STEM topics while
they build competitive robots.
This educational grant will
support robotics team activi‐
ties offered for students in
grades 9 through 12.
“Delano High School is

preparing our kids to be the
leaders of tomorrow’s econ‐
omy through STEM educa‐
tion,” said Emmer. “I am ex‐
cited to see this new
opportunity coming to stu‐
dents in Delano.”
“We are so grateful to We

Work for Health for recogniz‐
ing our robotics program. We
are looking forward to using
this generous grant to expand

the opportunities for our stu‐
dents to interact with STEM
topics,” said Barry Voight,
Principal of Delano High
School.
The Orange Crush Robotics

team demonstrated how their
robot works in competition
for those in attendance.

“We’re very excited to be
here today to share our love of
robotics with you,” said Ross
Anderson, Orange Crush’s
head coach. “Thank you for
coming out, and thank you for
the grant.”
Each year, Delano’s Orange

Crush Robotics team com‐
petes in First Robotics Com‐
petition (FRC). The season

starts with a video reveal of
the competition challenge, the
game that will be played for
the duration of the season
across FRC.
After the game reveals,

teams have six weeks to build
a robot before the competition
season begins. The competi‐
tion season runs for seven
weeks. However, each club is
limited to two regional com‐
petitions per season, meaning
each club only has two oppor‐
tunities to reach the FRC
World Championship.
This year’s team took 19th

at the Great Northern Re‐
gional and 20th Minnesota
10,000 Lakes Regional.

Also in attendance at the
event was Delano High
School’s government class.
During his remarks to DHS
students, Emmer spoke of the
importance of STEM educa‐
tion, the economy of the fu‐
ture, and the role artificial in‐
telligence (AI) will play.
“We need dreamers and

thinkers, we’ve always
needed dreamers and thinkers,
but today we need you to be
thinking and dreaming be‐
yond the 21st century,” said
Emmer. “You guys are the
ones that are going to have to
rein this (AI) in and make sure
it’s used for good stuff.”
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Each year, Delano’s Orange

Crush Robotics team com‐
petes in First Robotics Com‐
petition (FRC). The season

starts with a video reveal of
the competition challenge, the
game that will be played for
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it’s used for good stuff.”




